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36 id BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a golf bag. More specifically, the 
5 present invention relates to a golf bag having a removable panel to facilitate 
affixation of insignias and other indicia onto the golf bag as well as a method for 
affixing such indicia. 

Description of Related Art 

10 Growing in popularity each year, the game of golf is a sport played 

throughout the world by persons of all ages and of all skill levels. It is commonly 
known that a golf bag is used to transport a set of golf clubs, golf balls and other 
golfing accessories throughout a golf course. As shown in Figure 1, a conventional 
golf bag 1 typically consists of an elongated, tubular chamber 2 having a closed end 3 

15 and an open end 4. The set of golf clubs 5 is stored and transported within the 
conventional golf bag 1 by inserting these clubs through the open end 4 of the 
chamber 2. A carrying strap 6 is attached to a second longitudinal side 7 of the 
conventional golf bag 1, allowing a person to carry the conventional golf bag 1 by 
inserting his or her shoulder between the carrying strap 6 and the second 

20 longitudinal side 7. 


("n" being equal to an arbitrary number) which are positioned at preselected 
locations. For example, the conventional golf bag 1 generally includes at least one 
large back pocket 8a disposed on a first longitudinal side 9, opposite the second 
25 longitudinal side 7, for storing large accessories and clothing therein and a small 


The conventional golf bag 1 also includes a number of pockets 8a-8n 


72847.P001 


SWS/WWS/wlr 


rear pocket 8n disposed on the second longitudinal side 7 for holding golf balls, tees, 
golf ball markers and other smaller accessories. The back 8a pocket, accessable by 
unlacing a zipper 10 laterally positioned along the first longitudinal side 9, has 
always been non-detachable while the rear pocket 8n is generally non-detachable, 
5 but may be constructed as a detachable dual-walled, fully-enclosed pouch as 
illustrated in U.S. Patent No. 5,176,253 to Perrin et al. 

As the sport of golf becomes more and more popular, it is becoming 
more difficult for a golfer to identify his or her golfing bag. As a result, for 
identification purposes, golfers are beginning to attach tags, stickers, and other 

10 identification items onto the carrying strap and/or the golf bag itself in order to 

enable the golfer to quickly distinguish his or her golf bag from another. However, 
over time and after being exposed to moisture, wind and other elements, these 
identification items are unreliable since they have a tendency of separating from the 
golf bag 1. Besides the non-aesthetic appeal of the above identification items, the 

15 tags and stickers, in particular, have sharp edges exposing the golfer to occasional 
cuts when he or she is carrying the golf bag. 

Since tags, stickers and the like are unreliable and potentially harmful, 
many golfers have turned to sewing and /or embroidering indicia such as 
monograms, mottos, patches and the like onto their golf bags for distinguishing 

20 their golf bags as well as for individual expression. It is fashionable to have golf bags 
which display a decal from a famous golf course visited by the golfer, a golf facility 
which sold the bag or other distinctive ornamentations. Unfortunately, sewing 
and /or embroidering indicia onto the conventional, bulky golf bags is extremely 
difficult and labor intensive since it is accomplished solely by hand, without any 

25 assistance by machines. 

/ j 

72847.P001 A- SWS/WWS/wlr 


Moreover, even the detachable pouch disclosed in Perrin et al., which 
eliminates the bulkiness problem, does not facilitate the attachment of indicia for 
two reasons. First, although it would be less difficult to sew and /or embroider 
indicia onto the pouch than an entire golf bag, its dual-walled design is not 
conducive to sewing and /or embroidery, especially for intricate designs. Second, 
embroidery on the pouch attached below the carrying strap does not provide 
optimal visibility for identification or for aesthetic expression purposes. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In light of the foregoing, it can be appreciated that there exists a need 
for a golf bag which greatly simplifies the affixation of indicia for identification and 
expression purposes. Accordingly, it would be a great advantage and therefore an 
5 object of the present invention to provide a golf bag having a single-walled 
removable golf panel. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a golf bag having 
a panel removably coupled by a securing mechanism placed around the periphery of 
the panel. 

10 It is another object of the present invention to provide a golf bag 

having a panel removably coupled to the golf bag by any securing mechanism 
including, but not limited to, clasps, Velcro, snaps and the like. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to provide a method to 
facilitate the affixation of insignias, decals and other indicia onto any portion of the 
15 removable panel. 

These and other objects of the present invention are accomplished by 
providing a golf bag having a panel which can be easily removed from the golf bag. 
The panel is disposed on a longitudinal side of the golf bag by a securing mechanism 
such as, for example, a zipper, snaps, Velcro fastening members and the like 
20 positioned around the periphery of the panel. The panel forms a storage 

compartment between an inner suface of the panel and the golf bag when the panel 
is still partially secured to the golf bag. However, when completely unsecured, the 
panel can be removed for affixation of indicia by machine or hand, if desired. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


The objects, features and advantages of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following description of the present invention in which: 


5 Figure Ijs^a perspective view of a conventional prior art golf bag. 

Figure 2 is^perspective view of one embodiment of the present 

invention. 

Figure 3Js^a perspective view of the removable panel partially detached 
from the golf bag. 

10 Figure 4^is an exploded view of the removable panel completely 

detached from the golf bag. 

/ 

Figure ^illustrates the affixation of indicia onto a portion of the 
removable panel. 
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# • 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

A golf bag is described having a removable panel for facilitating 
attachment or affixation of indicia onto the panel by sewing, embroidery and the 
like. In the following detailed description, numerous specific details are set forth, 
5 such as the specific elements of the panel and its positioning on the golf bag. It is 
apparent however, to one skilled in the art, that the present invention may be 
practiced without incorporating such specific elements or positioning the panel in 
such a fashion. 

Referring to Figure 2, an embodiment of a golf bag having a removable 
10 panel is illustrated. The golf bag 20 has a generally cylindrical storage tube or 

chamber 21 made of any rigid material including, but not limited to plastic, metal, 
wood and the like. The storage tube 21 comprises an open first end 22 and a closed 
second end 23. The second end 23 is closed by a substantially circular, flat base 24 
made of any of the above-identified rigid materials. A set of golf clubs 25 is stored 
15 and transported by inserting the same through the first end 22 so as to rest on the 
base 24 within the storage tube 21. A separator 26, being a plurality of lateral panels 
attached to the first end 22 of the golf bag 20, allowing a golfer to selectively separate 
his or her golf clubs 25 according to club size, etc. Preferably, the separator 26 
includes at least one sheet of water-resistant material (not shown) coupled between 
20 the separator 26 and the base 24 for complete separation of the clubs. 

A carrying strap 27, preferably padded, is attached to a second 
longitudinal side 28 of the golf bag 20 by any known fastening mechanisms 
including buckles, loops and clasps, rivets and the like. In Figure 2, the carrying 
strap 27 has a clasp at a top strap end coupling the carrying strap 27 to a loop, which 
25 is affixed to the first end 22 of the golf bag 20 by a first flap. In addition, a bottom 
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strap end of the carrying strap 27 has a buckle coupled with its mating buckle being 
secured by a second flap. 


personal items are positioned at different predetermined locations throughout the 
5 golf bag 20. These pockets are closed and opened by zippers 31a-31n. It is 

contemplated, however, that the pockets 30a-30n may be opened and closed by many 
other fastening mechanisms such as snaps, Velcro fastening members and the like. 
At least one of the plurality of pockets 30a includes a mesh auxiliary pocket 32 
superimposed thereon for easy storage of articles without unlacing and lacing the 
10 zipper 31a for the pocket 30a. Moreover, there exists a cylindrical pre-folded flap 33 
in order to store an umbrella (not shown). A fastener 34 is attached to a top 
periphery 35 of the pre-folded flap 33 to selectively secure or release the umbrella. 


back pocket for storage of clothing and other large accessories as shown in Figure 1, 
15 the present invention comprises a removable panel 40 attached to a first 

longitudinal side 41 by a securing mechanism 42 including, without limitation, a 
zipper, snaps, Velcro fastening members and any other fastening members having a 
mating design which are positioned around the periphery of the panel 40. 
Although the first longitudinal side 41 is shown in Figure 2 to be opposite the 
20 second longitudinal side 28, it is contemplated that the first longitudinal side 41 
could be any longitudinal side of the golf bag 20. 


between the panel 40 and a lining material 46 surrounding the storage tube 21, 
wherein the storage compartment 45 is accessible when the panel 40 is still partially 
25 secured to the golf bag 20. When completely unsecured, the panel 40 can be 


A plurality of pockets 30a-30n for storage of golfing accessories and 


Unlike conventional golf bags which include a non-detachable large 


As shown in Figure 3, the panel 40 forms a storage compartment 45 
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removed for attachment of indicia 51 by a machine 52 as shown in Figure 5. The 
panel 40 has a total area greater than one-half the area of the first longitudinal side 
41, although the panel 40 could be designed to have any desired dimensions. While 
it is preferable for the panel 40 to be part of a storage compartment, it could be 
5 integral with one of the longitudinal sides of the golf bag 20 where its primary and 
possibly sole function is to bear customized indicia. 

Referring to Figure 4, the panel 40 comprises an outer surface 47 made 
of water-resistant material identical to the lining material 46 of the golf bag 20 (e.g., 
nylon, synthetic and genuine leather, etc.) and an inner surface 48 being made of a 
10 generally padded material. The inner surface 48 is coupled to the outer surface 47 
around its periphery 49 to provide limited rigidity and cushioning to the panel 40. 
Such rigidity and cushioning assists in attaching and detaching to the panel 40. 

The panel 40 further comprises the securing mechanism 42 (briefly 
discussed in reference to Figure 3) and a pocket 50 cut laterally into the outer surface 

15 47 for storage purposes. The securing mechanism 42 of the panel 40 is positioned 

around the periphery 49 of the panel 40. The securing mechanism 42 includes a first 
securing portion 43 attached to the golf bag 20 and a second mating securing portion 
44, a mate to the first securing portion 43, being attached to the panel 40 itself. In 
this embodiment, the first securing portion 43 is a zipper and the second mating 

20 securing portion 44 is a mate for the zipper, both of which are aligned for coupling. 
However, it is contemplated that the second mating securing portion 44 could 
include a zipper while the first securing portion includes a mate for the zipper and 
the first and second securing portions 43 and 44 may include a plurality of zippers, 
any male and female snap combination, Velcro and a Velcro receptor combination 

25 or any other mating fastening members which perform the same functions. 
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As impliedly shown in Figure 5, indicia can be attached or affixed to the 
panel 40 in the following manner. The first step is to completely remove the panel 
40 from the golf bag 20 by separating the first securing portion 43 from the second 
securing portion 44. Next, the indicia 51 is attached by sewing, embroidery and the 
5 like by hand, or preferably by the machine 52 since the panel 40 is relatively flat by 
nature having a single-walled structure. After the indicia has been attached to the 
panel 40, the panel 40 is re-attached to the golf bag 20 by aligning and coupling the 
first and second securing portions 43 and 44 together. 

The present invention described herein may be designed in many 
10 different configurations. While the present invention has been described in terms 
of a specific embodiment, other embodiments may come to mind to those skilled in 
the art without departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. The 
invention should, therefore, be measured in terms of the claims which follow. 
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